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CIPES 

 

I. Who we are?  

1. The Researcher in charge is Director of the Faculty of Social Sciences, Education and 

Administration. He was Professor and Researcher at the Universities of Coimbra, Rome “La 

Sapienza”, and Complutense University of Madrid.  

2. CIPES: The Center for Research in Politics, Economics and Society is a new center of a private 

university and results from a merger of two centers recognized by FCT and an ECEO (Faculty of 

Economy and Management) Center: 

• CPES (Center for Research and Social Studies), 

• CICPRIS (Center for Research in Political Science, International Relations and Security) 

and 

• CEO (Research Center for Economics and Organizations). 

It also includes some researchers from the Oporto Lusófona University, as partner of the Center. 

The Center is embedded in the FCSEA and the ECEO, functioning as the Research Unit of both 

Faculties.   

3. CIPES areas of research are Politics, Economics and Sociology. It includes a special area, the 

field of Science of Religions, which we consider relevant for the analysis of contemporary 

political phenomena. 

Actually, the Center has 54 researchers, 26 integrated and 28 collaborators. The researchers 

belong to the following areas: 

 Political Science, Law and International Relations: 9 Integrated e 6 

Collaborators 

 Sociology, Social Sciences & Humanities: 6 Integrated e 14 Collaborators 

 Economy and Management: 9 Integrated e 6 Collaborators 

 Quantitative Methods: 1 Integrated 

4. The Center is based in the FCSEA and ECEO facilities, having a meeting room and three offices. 

The University facilities are available for our use, including the Auditoriums, where our 

conferences are held, and the Library. 

At a whole, covering the Subjects of Politics, Economy and Sociology, the Library has 6,211 books 

and 72 journals on paper and, in digital format, with 5,374,622 complete articles and 3,068 

academic journals.  

5. Our organization is as follows: one Researcher in charge to the FCT and, internally, a seven-

member Board, which includes 3 program coordinators and the ECEO Director, one member and 

one secretary; a General Assembly and a Fiscal Council. The President of the General Assembly 
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is also a program coordinator. CIPES has budget autonomy to its resources, but the financial and 

accounting task are managed by the structures of COFAC, the cooperative that owns the ULHT. 

CIPES also disposes of an International Advisory Board composed of 15 foreign researchers from 

eleven universities, eight of them, from seven universities (Vigo, UCM, Rennes 2, Rey Juan 

Carlos, Rome La Sapienza, Luiss and Perugia) have been collaborating with us, in publications 

and international conferences. 

Our Staff is composed by a research manager of science and the administrative structure of 

FCSEA. Additionally, there is an University department charged of all research related issues, the 

ILIND, Lusophone Institute of Research and Development – that focus on managing projects and 

grant applications. 

II. Protocols and Partnership 

1. CIPES has national and international partnerships - protocols with: 

a. Gramsci Institute, Rome;   

b. Centre for Conflict and Participation Studies and Observatory Open Democracy, covered 

by the protocol signed Luiss-Guido Carli University;   

c. SECURITAS, a Multinational company; 

d. OSCOT, Observatory for Security, Organized Crime and Terrorism;  

e. AMAI, National Association of Independent Municipalities Movements;  

f. NIP, Interdisciplinary Research Center of Santa Úrsula University, Rio de Janeiro; 

g. Manchester Metropolitan University; 

h. Universidad Autonoma do Estado do México (UAMEX).  

CIPES collaborates in a Program promoted by State Secretary of Science, Technology, and Higher 

Education with the libraries of 2 High Schools, and took part in the Science Meeting 2018 of the 

FCT, with 5 lecturers. 

2. CIPES is part of research projects with the previous mentioned Universities. 

a) We joined as partner institution to "Tuscia" University (Italy), "Charles" University of Prague 

and the Fondazione Di Vittorio, Italy (Host Unit), for an application (already submitted) for a 

European Union program on "Hate Speech "- Overlook web observatory on line hate speech: 

monitor, prevent and counter hate speech online. 

b) In 2019, the development of a research project on fascism and propaganda (1930-1950) 

funded by the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation: Researcher - Alberto Pena (University of Vigo) 

and João de Almeida Santos (CIPES) will take place for three months. A conference will also be 

held in November by Prof. Alberto Pena on "The new reality: propaganda, fake news and social 

networks". 

c) In the meantime, a broader program of cooperation with the Universities "Charles" in Prague 

and "Tuscia" in Viterbo is ongoing. 
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d) A research program led by the Complutense University of Madrid and funded by the 

Santander Foundation was completed and published by UCM and Fundación Santander 

Universidades in 2018, involving thirteen researchers from Spain, Italy and Portugal (João de 

Almeida Santos - CIPES). 

III. Research Programs 

International cooperation, both formal and informal, has essentially developed around research 

programs, which are already ongoing. 

For the considered period, 2019-2022, we elected four programs, meeting two fundamental 

criteria: the social relevance and their current pertinence. 

1. Public Security vs Private Security 

1.1. The analysis of frontiers between public security and private one, being developed until 2022. 

This topic is already ongoing since 2016, when FCT allocated funding to the Center, and it has been 

the subject of several conferences and an issue of ResPublica Journal (Issue 16), with an analysis of 

the question of private security in several countries and, in general, the question of security, in 

particular of Portuguese-speaking countries. 

1.2. International Conference "The issue of Security in the European Union and in the United States 

(the case of New York)", invited speakers: Francesco Sidoti and Maria Teresa Gammone, from 

Università di Aquila, and 2 researchers from CIPES. October at the ULHT. 

1.3. Conference "Threat Prevention and US Border Security", guest speaker: Carlos Rodriguez, US 

Department of Homeland Security. July, 2018, at ULHT. 

1.4. Conference "Cooperation between the US - Europe in Combating ISIS and Transnational 

Threats", speakers: Lt General Terry Wolf, Vasco Rato, João de Almeida Santos and Herro Mustafa, 

Business Attaché USA. May 16, 2017 at ULHT. 

1.5. Conference on "Security Challenges in the 21st Century: Private Security and the Role of the 

State in Contemporary Society", speakers and guests: António Nunes, OSCOT President, Isabel 

Oneto, Secretary of State Deputy Minister of the MAI, José Ignacio Olmos (Spanish Association of 

Private Security), and 16 Researchers of the CIPES. May 2017 at ULHT. 

1.6 Workshop on Diplomacy and Security in Russia, in April 2016, in cooperation with the Russian 

Embassy, with Counselor Vladimir Luzgin. 

1.7. "Hiperion" Conference on "Transport Security in Portugal - Threats and Responses", in April 

2017, in partnership with Training for New Skills and Microsegur. This Conference was hosted by 

António Vitorino, former EU Commissioner for Justice and Home Affairs and current General-

Director of IOM-UN. 

1.8. The International Conference "Islam Today Intercultural Dialogue" will take place, invited 

speakers: Fabrizio Boscaglia, Universidade Lusófona; Abdul Seedat, Islamic Palmela Foundation; Dr. 

Mostafa el Feki, director of the new Alexandrina Library; Sheikh David Munir, Imam of the Lisbon 
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Mosque; Nelson Lage, Executive Director of the REACH Alliance Global Network. October 2018, 

ULHT. 

1.9. In this program, we highlight the regular cooperation with: a) the Luso-American Foundation; 

b) the United States Embassy (two conferences have already been held); c) cooperation with the 

Russian Embassy, d) cooperation with two private security companies, the Multinational Securitas, 

which participates in the ongoing program on security, through two of its top officials, and e) 

OSCOT. 

1.10. More recently, in October 2018, our researcher José Filipe Pinto published a book on terrorism 

in a research supported by the CIPES. In this program, 13 countries are studied (European Union + 

New York + PALOPs). Within the scope of this Program, the Investigators Álvaro Dias and Rui Silva 

published a general survey of the situation of private security in Portugal, with the introduction of 

João de Almeida Santos. 

1.11. The first phase of the Program is being completed. Two conferences are planned for 2019. 

This program will be ongoing until 2022 with the following schedule: 2019 - conclusion of the 

studies on private security in the mentioned countries, and of the work on the history of the 

relationship between public and private security; 2020 - the organization of a bibliographic 

database on the subject and an exhaustive analysis of all European legislation on this subject; 2021 

- comparative studies based on the assessment of the situation in the mentioned countries and the 

results from the case studies. 2022 - conclusion of the research, with publication of the results. 

1.12. Twenty-three researchers were involved in this program: 19 undergraduate students and 4 

senior researchers. 15 countries were analysed. At this moment, 8 Integrated Researchers and 3 

collaborators are devoted to the Program.  

2. New Political Movements of Citizenship, in Portugal and in the European Union. 

2.1. This program aims at studying the nonpartisan political movements in Portugal and, in general, 

the nature of the new political movements of citizenship, starting from the analysis of new political 

movements and the impact of the network on political processes. This study will allow us to know 

the state of the party systems and to advance responses to the new challenges. 

The program is ongoing since 2016 and studies have already been completed on nine of the fifteen 

non-partisan movements with the publication of a volume of our ResPublica journal, including two 

studies on the Movimento5Stelle (Italy) and Podemos (Spain). 

During the development of the Program we have been promoting national and international 

conferences, attended by members of the International Council and other foreign researchers. 

2.2. International Conference "New Frontiers of Politics in the Digital Age". Invited speakers: João 

de Almeida Santos, Universidade Lusófona; Pierre Musso, University of Rennes II; Michele Sorice 

and Emiliana De Blasio, University of Luiss, Rome, and José Manuel Sánchez Duarte, King Juan Carlos 

University. October at the ULHT. 

This conference aimed at reflecting on the influence of digital in political processes, additionally we 

signed a protocol with Luiss University, and the book of the conference. 
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2.3 International Conference "New Political Movements of Citizenship, in Portugal and in Europe". 

Invited speakers: Manuel Anselmi, University of Perugia, José Manuel Sánchez Duarte, King Juan 

Carlos University, Madrid, Bernardo Ivo Cruz, True Bridge Consultancy, and José Filipe Pinto, 

moderated by João de Almeida Santos, Universidade Lusófona. May 21, 2018, at ULHT. 

The conference analysed the non-partisan political movements in Portugal, populism, the political 

movement Podemos, the 5 Stelle Movement and the impact of the new technological revolution on 

the outbreak of populism. 

2.4. Conference "The Social Dimension of the European Funds". Speakers: A former high-ranking 

EU official and former President of CCDRCentro, Prof. Alfredo Marques, an expert from the FCG and 

the mayor of Portalegre, the main issue was the national application of European funds since 

Portugal's entry into the European Union. 

2.5. International Conference "Democracy of Party Systems and Non-Partisan Movements". 

At this conference, the results of the research on nine Non-Partisan Movements were presented, 

with the participation of six researchers and a representative of the National Association of 

Independent Movements. The Spanish and Italian situation was also analyzed by Prof. Andrea 

Donofrio (UCM) and Gianluca Passarelli (Rome "La Sapienza"). Prof. Jesús Timoteo, from UCM, 

made a global analysis of the relationship between communication and politics in the digital age. 

May 2017 at ULHT. 

2.6. Within the scope of this program, issue number 17 of ResPublica Journal has already been 

published. Also, Researcher José Filipe Pinto published one book on nonpartisan movements in 

Portugal (2015) and another on Populism (2017). The book "New Frontiers of Politics in the Digital 

Age" has just been published, which includes chapters by Pierre Musso, Michele Sorice, Emiliana 

De Blasio, José Manuel Sánchez Duarte, Manuel Anselmi and João de Almeida Santos. 

2.7. This program will take place until 2022 with the following schedule: 2019, conclusion of studies 

on nonpartisan movements in the 2013 and 2017 elections, with comparative analysis; 2020, 

analysis and balance of the 16 government by non-partisan movements; 2021, comparative 

analysis of non-partisan movements with new European political movements, with characterization 

of militancy, organization, mobilization and programs, with particular emphasis on the use of ICTs; 

2022, conclusions and preparation of the final report. 

2.8. Currently, 4 Integrated Researchers and 2 collaborators are working on this Program, as well 

as the abovementioned foreign researchers. 3 Master's students are writing their Dissertations on 

this subject. 

3. Technology and Society. 

3.1. Analysis of the impact of ICTs and network society on the private, labor relations (from the 

perspective of the company and the perspective of the worker) and on the political processes. This 

new program will start in 2019. This program will be developed mainly in Portugal and according to 

the following variables: (a) survey of Portugal's position in the digital and network landscape, 

including infrastructure (2019); (b) preparation of a matrix for the application of the survey to the 
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agents interviewed in significant samples: natural persons, companies (leaders and workers), 

political parties and militants; communication agencies; fieldwork for the application of the survey 

(2020); (c) state of the art of e-government or digital government in Portugal (in 2007, Portugal 

ranked 7th in the world, in a study by Darrel West, Brown University) (2021); conclusions and final 

report (2022). 

3.2. In spite of being a new program, there have been publications dedicated to it:  

1. João de Almeida Santos sobre Carrasco, Begoña, Las tecnologias de la información e de la 

comunicación en los câmbios laborales: análisis sociohistórico de 1970 a 2010,  in Mediaciones 

Sociales, UCM, 12 (2013), 231-235;  

João de Almeida Santos, “A política e a Rede: os casos italiano e chinês”, in  Babo, I., Miranda, J. B., 

Damásio, M. J., Di Felice, M. ( 2017), Netativismo. Lisboa: Edições Universitárias Lusófonas, pp.157-

186 (Actas do Congresso Internacional sobre Netativismo, ULP).  

Within the scope of this Program, research has been conducted on the "Impact of social networks 

in the exercise of citizenship in Portugal", by Ana Lorga and Cátia Rosário, and "Knowledge society: 

citizenship and participation, transparency and trust" in the book "Constitutional Knowledge and 

Its Impact in Citizenship Exercise in a Networked Society", by Ana Lorga, Artur Parreira and Rui 

Duarte Moura, for IGI Global (USA). Researchers Artur Parreira, Ana Lorga and Cátia Rosário have 

been publishing, within this program, several studies in 2017 and 2018: 

3.3. This Program counts on 6 Integrated Researchers and 11 Collaborators. 

3.4. The timetable was noted in section 3.1.  

4. Regional Development Strategies 

This Program will seek to draw development strategies, from the economical perspective to the 

governance model, for low density areas, namely the cases of the Intermunicipal Communities of 

Central Alentejo and Beiras and Serra da Estrela, involving 29 Municipalities. This is a new program. 

4.1. This Program will last from 2019 to 2022, the Chairmen of the two analyzed InterMunicipal 

Communities have already shown their interest to stablish a Protocol. The research program is 

being prepared and two preliminary meetings have been held with the President of the CIMBSE, in 

Lisbon, at our headquarters, and another with the First Secretary of CIMAC, at its headquarters. 

The program is consists of 4 phases, matching each year of the project, with the following timetable: 

a) Description / survey of the overall data, in terms of the variables used, on the territory; survey 

and critical analysis of existing strategic plans at the level of Intermunicipal Communities and 

municipalities in the low density territories under analysis; relevant legislation for the development 

of the program (2019 and 2020). b) Analytical phase focusing on the data obtained (2020). c) 

Comparative studies with other Intermunicipal Communities, with final critical balance (2021); d) 

Proposals elaboration - Final report (2022). 

4.2. This Program counts on 17 researchers, of which 10 are Integrated and 7 are Collaborators. 
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4.3. Within the scope of this Program, CIPES participates as a co-organizer (in partnership with 

the GOVCOPP Center and several foreign universities) at the following conference: International 

Scientific Conference on Economic and Social Development - "Sustainability from an Economic 

and Social Perspective". November, Lisbon. Some CIPES researchers are members of the 

conference's scientific committee. In this context, CIPES is part of an international research 

network: Inter-University Sustainable Development Research Program (IUSDRP), Manchester 

Metropolitan University. 

5. All Programs will apply for funds in national and international level, in particular the European 

Union (with an application already ongoing), the Luso-American Development Foundation, the 

Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation (a project is in progress), to the Francisco Manuel dos Santos 

Foundation, and also participated in a Research Project led by UCM and funded by the Santander 

Universities Foundation. 

IV. Publications  

1. CIPES has its own journals: 

a.  ResPublica; 

b. Fluxos & Riscos; 

c. R-Lego; 

d. Journal of Science of Religions. 

2. Between books, chapters, articles and texts in congress minutes, since 2013, the integrated ones 

published about 251 works published.  


